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The International Club building opens its doors from 10 to 12 

am every Saturday morning. Teas, coffee and home made 

cake are available at a modest cost. Our team of Great British 

Bakers take it in turns to provide a fantastic selection of cakes, 

the likes of which even Paul Hollywood, Prue Leith and the 

current contestants of GBBO would be proud of. There is 

always a friendly face or two serving the refreshments, who 

are happy to have a chat and a gossip about which contestant 

of the GBBO will be next to leave 

BUT ……. Your Club Needs You 

If you have been following this year’s GBBO and 

have been truly inspired to bake then the perfect 

outlet for your creative juices is to join the team of 

club bakers. Alternatively if baking is not your 

thing but eating cakes is, then think about joining 

the tea and coffee rota. You can even do both! 

You only need to commit to doing what you can, 

given your own personal availability. So, give it a 

go. You won’t regret it! 

 

If you want to volunteer please have a chat to:  

 

Cake Rota  

Val Stanley……………valmontaigu@gmail.com 

 

Tea and Coffee Rota  

Sign up on the calendar in the club or email 

clubintquercy@gmail.com 

October  2018 

Club International  

du Quercy  

October comes from the word 

'Octo', which means eight, as 

this was the eighth month of 

the Roman calendar that 

became the tenth month later. 

In the early days, this month 

was full of celebrations with 

regard to Juno and Jupiter - 

the Wine God. The 

celebrations included feasts, 

games, and drinking a lot of 

wine 

The town of Tübingen in Germany holds an 

annual rubber duck race every October 

 

 

 

 

The club have booked a space for a promotional 

table at the Saturday Market in Montaigu de 

Quercy on 20th October. 

We will be offering a coupon for a free drink and 

cake on the day. If you would like to help promote 

the club by talking to people on the day, please 

email clubintquercy@gmail.com. 
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On this lovely autumn day 22 Club Members joined with Combedouzou for a day 

voyage on the Canal du Midi.   This engineering marvel was planned by engineer 

Pierre-Paul Riquet in the 1600’s.  It is here that you can see his grand designs of 

hydrology put to use. 

 

Finding (actually squeezing into) seats on the upper deck of the barge, the 

Surcouf, we began our journey on the Canal du Midi.  Beginning at Renneville  - a 

lock just outside the village of Villefranche de Lauragais - we slowly travelled into 

the double lock at Encassan and then onto the lock “Emborrel” finally turning 

around at lock “The Ocean”  which is in the area of Seuil de Naorouze, the 

highpoint and watershed of the Canal du Midi.   It is at this point that the canal 

starts flowing toward the Mediterranean. 

 

A traditional luncheon was served beneath decks as we gently made our way to 

Port-Lauragais where there was a brief opportunity to view the Canal du Midi 

exhibition center..  We slowly made our way back to the Renneville lock for our 

return to Montaigu.  Port-Lauragais is an interesting landmark for those travelling 

on the A61 motorway, where it is possible to spend more time in the exhibition 

center when open. 

Bookings now being taken for Bordeaux 

Christmas Market  on 10th December. 

 

For further information, please contact Sarah Pegg or Betty Lilly  – 

visites.voyages@clubintquercy.fr 

 

To register, please pay at the Club on Saturday mornings, or contact Sarah 
if you cannot get to the Club. Closing date – Saturday, 10 November. 

mailto:clubintquercy@gmail.com
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In Conversation with Paul Janssenswillen – Activity 

Organiser for the Ukulele Group – The Q’ukes. 

So Paul what attracted you to playing the Ukulele and when did you 

first start? 

In 2013 the world rediscovered the ukulele, some 70 years after George 

Formby had made it popular, when Israel Kamakawiwo’ole released 

‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’ and the Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain 

toured the UK with their brilliantly arranged songs to popular acclaim. At 

the same time, I worked in the UK and the US and having an instrument 

that would fit in the overhead bin of an aeroplane was definitely an 

advantage. So, for me, the ukulele was perfect. A sociable instrument for 

people to play and sing together in groups, it’s always a happy (almost 

comic) sound, that’s very easy to learn, transportable and accessible but 

also a ‘proper’ musical instrument. 

Moving permanently to France last November, after 12 years of having a 

holiday home in Le Boulve, it seemed the perfect opportunity to meet new 

friends by offering others the opportunity to learn to play. 

When did you start the group and how many members do you have? 

We started the activity in January of this year and now have 13 players. They are a fun group with varying nationalities, gender 

and abilities and a very sociable bunch. We meet on Friday afternoons at the club between 16:30 and 18:30. The first hour is 

dedicated to beginners and the second to players who have been through the first 10 week beginners course and want to 

progress beyond strumming and singing in unison to an initial set of simple chords by for example trying songs arranged in 

multiple parts, playing ‘fingerstyle’ or ‘chord melodies’, reading sheet music and using TAB notation. 

. What musical experience would I need?  

None, most new players have never played a musical instrument before. Progress is very fast. Normally after the first week’s 

lesson you can play 2 or 3 chords and with them be able to sing a simple song like ‘You Are My Sunshine’. After the first 10 week 

term, most beginners will be able to play more than a dozen chords and play along to between 25 to 30 songs. There’s generally 

something for everyone stylistically with the repertoire being drawn from all musical genres and periods: Traditional Folk, 

Bluegrass, Skiffle, Blues, Latin,  and Modern songs. 

If I wanted to join your group will I need to buy an instrument? 

When I started the group, I bought a dozen good quality Ukuleles to loan to new players so it isn’t necessary to buy your own 

instrument. As each person becomes more experienced and confident they can choose to continue with the loaned instrument, 

purchase it themselves or buy a ukulele of their choosing. Generally, ukuleles are not very expensive and it can be very rewarding 

having an instrument suited to your personal playing style. It also gives you the opportunity to choose between the various sizes 

from Soprano to Baritone (and even Bass) or different styles like the Banjolele. I would say that just over half the group have their 

own instrument now.  

Do you perform in public? 

Yes, we do. So far we have been asked to 

perform at the club’s AGM, this year’s summer 

choir concert and the recent open day. We have 

a lot of fun rehearsing for these events and the 

group get immense personal satisfaction from 

each performance. As the group gains experience 

and confidence they are able to play more 

challenging songs, making the performance more 

varied. 

There is a rich network of music locally with ‘Open 

Mic’ opportunities at folk clubs like the Chateau at 

Labastide-Marnhac, The Tower Hill Café in 

Montcuq and The Quetzal Restaurant in 

Montauban and plenty of musicians who are 

happy to include a ukulele player in their group to 

play at social events. 

A few of Les Q’Ukes playing at 
the Choir Concert this year. 

A Few more 

Phil, Susan and Geoff 

Do you welcome new members?  

With open arms! We have a taster session in the first week of October for anybody who think they’d like to give the ukulele a try, 

so please come along and meet the gang. We are a very welcoming group and you will be amazed how quickly you will pick 

things up, make progress and of course make friends. 
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Welcome to New Members 
 

BIECK       Christian & Katarina (DE) 

DOUSSE       Marie-Claire (FR) 

HORNBUCKLE   Andre (UK) 

MURATET       Dominique ( FR) 

SCHMIDT       Michael (UK) 

WOOD       Kevin (UK) 

SMITH                 Kevin (UK) 

CHOLET              Guy (FR) 

EMAILLE        Monique (FR) 

LOPEZ   Henri and Marianne (FR) 

NOBILE   Laurence and Patrick (FR) 

STINIS        Henri (NL) 

VEYRAC        Claudine (FR) 

WOLFF        Kathy (FR) 

 

 
 

What does the future hold?  

We’re heading towards the Christmas period at the end of this Autumn term so I suspect there will be an end of ‘year one’ 

celebration with seasonal songs, appropriate food & drink and a little concert. 

We’ll also be introducing other percussion and melody instruments into the mix. The ukulele already goes with the Kazoo like 

‘cheese and pickle’, but the bass, the cajon and washboard all sit happily alongside the instrument. We already have a didgeridoo 

player in the group, for example, but maybe a harmonica or recorder would work well for some songs. Above everything, we play 

for fun and have a good time.  

Who knows….. a slot at the 2019 Toulouse Ukulele Festival might be on the horizon 

Paul Janssenswillen can be contacted on paul968986@yahoo.co.uk 

Ca l endar  o f  Even t s  O c t ober  

To book, please sign up at the Club on 

Saturday between 

10h00 – 12h00 or by email to  

clubintquercy@gmail.com 

  
PETITE RANDONNÉE  

Date:  2nd October  

Time:  10h00 

Where: Church at St Thomas 47340 

Length: 8.0 km   

Parking is limited so carsharing would be 

appreciated 

 

RANDONNÉE  

Date:  19th October  

Time:  09h:30 

Morning: 47370 Bourlens 

Length: 11km 

Lunch:   12h30 at  

  Les Voyageurs  

Afternoon: 47370  Tournon 

Length: 5.8km 

 

MARKET STALL 

Date:  20th October  

Time:  09h00-12h00 

Where: Montaigu Market 

 

 

HALLOWEEN  

Date:  31st October  

Time:  Midnight 

Where: Hiding under the stairs 

 

 

 

Committee  
  

President    Chris Barrington                      c.barrington@clubintquercy.fr 

Vice President   Colette Guichard  colette-guichard@orange.fr 

Vice President & Hospitality  Julia Jones                              julia.jones@tsf47.net 

Vice President & Communications Jan van der Heijden  j.heijden12@gmail.com 

Secretary    Lesley Townley  lesley.townley@clubintquercy.fr 

Deputy Secretary   Monique Morlier                 claude.morliermonique@laposte.net 

Treasurer    Jo Ryan                  jo.ryan@clubintquercy.fr 

Deputy Treasurer & Voyages  Sarah Pegg  pegg.sarah@orange.fr  

Membership & Communications Jan Emery                 jan.emery@clubintquercy.fr 

Meals                   Shirley Sears Black  sasbchouettes@wanadoo,fr  

 

A (Nut) Cracking Carol Concert  

This winter the Christmas Carol concert by 

La Joie du Chant  will be held on Friday 

7th December in the Salle des Fetes in 

Montaigu. Building on the success of the 

previous two concerts, Jenny has put 

together a fantastic collection of traditional 

carols together with a cracking surprise. A 

perfect way to get into the festive spirit. If 

you would like to know more about the 

choir and possibly join in the fun please 

contact Jenny Grimshaw on 

jenny.grimshaw@icloud.com 

The French administration course will start 

on the 16th October and will run for ten 

sessions. Nicholas Barret will lead the 

sessions on Tuesdays from 15.00-17.30. 

The course will be conducted in French 

mailto:clubintquercy@gmail.com

